
Ordinary Time 22 - C - 3 
Sir 3:17-18; Heb 12:18-19,22-24a; Lk 14:1,7-14 

 We heard in the first reading: What is too sublime for you, seek not, into things beyond 

your strength search not.  This is a thing that messes up so many people.  Reaching for things 

that you cannot have - thinking that this will fill you.  I was talking to a young man the other day 

who is continuing to be attached to a young lady who is currently dating someone else - he wants 

to have the impossible, and he is trying (by going literally homeless giving her money) to win 

her back.  Why do we sometimes tear ourselves apart reaching for something out of our reach?   

 In the Gospel Jesus illustrates a scene of trying to get the attention and affirmation of 

others.  Placing yourself at the center of attention, taking the position that is supposed to go to 

the important person.  Why?  Do you need to feel important?  Is this need going to get taken care 

of by trying to gain the affirmation of others?  Jesus points out the all to real truth - you could 

easily be kicked out of the place of importance.  Our need to feel important by inflating 

ourselves, the young man’s need to feel important because he has the attention of a certain young 

lady - it all crumbles the moment someone more important comes along, or as is the case with 

the young man, another guy enters the picture.  Yet still we fight - we fight! - to gain the place of 

importance, we struggle to the point of insanity to win the affections of the other.  In the end it 

can all can fall apart again - but there is a more stable way. 

 We can forget that God is the only thing that can really satisfy us at our deepest level.  

Even if you win that special prize, even if you het that trophy or find that special place of honor, 

even if you find that special person, you still need the “certain special sumthin’” that God gives 

you.  If this were not the case then so many high powered famous people with all the things that 

are supposed to make you satisfied wouldn't be so miserable.  God will give as much of this 

“sumpthin’” as we need.  That is why many individuals who have lost their special position of 

honor, or who have suffered the death of the person with whom they shared a life-giving 

relationship can become content again.  It is as if the same God who was filling up what was 

missing when they had all that stuff now expands what He provides to fill the space vacated by 

the lost position or the deceased other. 

 God will begin to fill that which is empty in us and one of the routes to increasing that 

emptiness is humility.  Now humility is not thinking bad about yourself, it is truly seeing yourself 



as God sees you.  God sees us with all our gifts, and all our faults (even those we hide from 

others, or even ourselves) - and God loves us anyway.  God knows how unfaithful we can be to 

what He asks of us - and God still chooses us.  Humility helps us to recognize that we both are 

not worthy of the things we have, and yet are granted them by God and others.  It allows us to 

stop focusing so much on elevating ourselves and more on emptying ourselves.  The first reading 

counsels:  Humble yourself the more, the greater you are,and you will find favor with God.  It’s 

not that God likes us more for being humble, but that when we are humble and grateful we will 

place more energy into the love that really satisfies.  Connecting with God in a loving 

relationship automatically causes us to love others as well (St. John tells us that no one can love 

God and hate others).  The emptying ourselves of pride that occurs when we place our agenda 

secondary to the will of God;  the rooting out selfishness that occurs when we serve others 

(especially those who we might be tempted to think are beneath us) - this is just like what Jesus 

did when He remained faithful and obedient in his love of the Father, when He served, cured, 

and gave His life for us. 

 When we are humble we will join with Jesus in the work of obedience to the Father and 

in caring for others - not just to gain favor or to get something in return, but out of love.  Jesus 

says:  when you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; blessed indeed 

will you be because of their inability to repay you.  Humility allows us to be like Jesus who 

washed the feet of the disciples at the Last Supper - although he had the right to claim a high 

place of honor (being the Lord Himself), even He did not think he was too good to be the 

servant.  He did not need them to put Him on a pedestal, He did not need them to pay Him back 

for the great gift of eternal life he was going to win for them when He goes to the cross - He 

emptied Himself of pride and selfishness, and had all He needed in his relationship with the 

Father and the love He felt in caring for them. 

 The fulfilling relationship Jesus points us to is superior to any attention we can be paid, it 

is better than any prize.  Let us be generous in serving others - realizing in humility that we are 

no better than they are.  Let’s not be afraid of loosing our own wealth or position or esteem in 

order to take care of the needs of others - for those things we would loose are really not what can 

fulfill us.  And let us give ourselves more to the prayer, worship, and Sacramental touch from the 

Eucharist that deepens our relationship with God - for it is in this relationship with God that we 

are truly fulfilled when other things pass away - and by that relationship prepared for the life to 

come.


